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Generation y
Millenials are expected to be the  
most diverse generation yet. 
The most defining qual-
ity of the millennial genera-
tion will be its racial diver-
sity, according to an article 
published on the Brookings 
Institution website.
The article, written by 
William Frey, said the mil-
lennial generation is far 
more racially diverse than 
the baby boomer and Gen 
eration Xers before it, be-
cause of the higher rate of 
immigration and slowed 
growth of the white pop-
ulation in recent years. 
Frey defined millenials as 
Americans aged between 18 
and 34.
Millennials are the key to 
bridging the gap between 
the Gen X and the post-mil-
lennial generation, Frey said 
in the article.
“As they move from 
young adulthood to middle 
age, millennials will serve 
as a demographic bridge 
between older, whiter gen-
erations and subsequent, 
more diverse generations,” 
Frey said. “Their ability to 
assimilate, advocate, and 
become accepted will be 
key to the successful tran-
sition to a more racially 
diverse nation.”
Néstor P. Rodríguez, 
professor in the Depart-
ment of Sociology, said 
the increased racial diver-
sity of the millennial gen-
eration was caused by both 
higher immigration rates 
and the fact that immi-
grants tend to have higher 
fertility rates.
“In the last two decades 
we’ve broken immigration re-
cords,” Rodríguez said. “The 
Mexican immigrants [for ex-
ample] have a higher fertility 
rate than people in Mexico. It 
has to do with selectivity of 
the population that’s coming. 
[Many] tend to be young… 
which are usually years 
for fertility.”
Rodríguez said millennials 
born in America will grow up 
and have fewer children be-
cause of cultural differences. 
More women are going to col-
lege, leading to delayed mar-
riages and delayed childbirth, 
Rodriguez said.
“The benefits of having 
a large number of children 
… don’t work here. If you 
were in the countryside do-
ing farming, you needed 
[your childrens’] help,” 
Rodríguez said.
A diverse classroom 
also plays a big part in 
helping students learn 
about different cultures, 
Rodriguez said.
“When you have inter-
group exchanges [and] 
direct face-to-face [in-
teractions], that helps 
[with learning different 
cultures],” Rodríguez said. 
Aerospace engineering 
sophomore Lauren Whit-
sell said a diverse com-
munity exposes her to 
different opinions. 
“Being part of a  diverse 
community, especially the 
one at UT, gives me a broad-
er perspective on the world,” 
Whitsell said. “I encounter 
tons of different people in 
my academic and social life 
here and I think it allows me 
to be a more well-rounded 
person in general. My learn-
ing would be really stifled 
if there wasn’t a diversity of 
views in the classroom.”
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Texas has long been associated with the oil 
industry, and for good reason. Our relation-
ship with “Texas Tea” has often been mutu-
ally beneficial, driving economic growth and 
employing millions of Texans in the pro-
cess. Many of our parents in Houston have 
worked for oil and gas companies and many 
of us will likely join them after graduation. 
Even the University of Texas endowment 
fund has amassed billions of dollars from 
oil money. Quite frankly, oil is a large part of 
what makes our way of life possible.
Despite all the good that oil money has 
done for our state, our relationship with 
it can be problematic. In particular, many 
Texas politicians receive millions of dol-
lars from or have personal ties to the oil 
industry. Big oil might generate wealth, but 
these corporations have also fueled climate 
change and furthered their own interests at 
the expense of ordinary people. As Texans, 
we should question the degree of influence 
which the oil and gas industry exerts over 
state politics, as well as how this relationship 
affects those outside of the lone star state. 
Money in politics has been a hot button is-
sue for most of 2016. However, most of the de-
bate has focused on wall street and the impact 
of super PACs on national elections. But big 
donors arguably have an even larger effect on 
state elections because free media coverage is 
harder to come by and voters in general tend 
to be less engaged and less informed. 
None of this would really matter if donor 
money had absolutely no influence on gov-
ernment policy. Unfortunately, the evidence 
doesn’t support this. Recently state attor-
ney general Ken Paxton worked to hinder 
an investigation which sought to uncover 
whether ExxonMobil knowingly spread 
false information about climate change. 
And shortly after the town of Denton over-
whelmingly voted to ban fracking inside 
its city limits, Greg Abbott was signing a 
bill into law which made such local frack-
ing bans illegal. These are clear examples 
of politicians favoring the interest of large 
corporations at the expense of ordinary citi-
zens. But when one considers that a promi-
nent Texas politician was the single largest 
recipient of oil and gas money in 2016 and 
several of the Texas GOP’s biggest donors 
also have ties to the industry, these actions 
shouldn’t be surprising. 
Texas cannot change its economy over-
night and cutting all our ties to the energy 
industry simply isn’t realistic. And once 
again, oil and gas money has done a lot of 
good things for our state ranging from job 
creation to funding our museums, univer-
sities and hospitals. Regardless, the risks 
posed by climate change and our state’s 
dependence on a potentially doomed in-
dustry are not among them. For the sake of 
future generations of Texans, it’s important 
that we acknowledge the role of oil money 
in state politics, and reconsider how large 
that role should be. 
Jensen is a neuroscience junior from 
The Woodlands.
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are those of the editor, the Editorial Board or the writer 
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HORNS UP, HORNS DOWN COLUMN
Oil industry money, influence 
pollutes Texas’ political system
HORNS UP: MOO-VING SEASON
HORNS DOWN: POLITICS AS (UN)USUAL
Illustration by Albert Lee | Daily Texan Staff
By Michael Jensen
Daily Texan Columnist 
@michaeltangible
 Big oil might generate wealth, but 
these corporations have also fu-
eled climate change and furthered 
their own interests at the expense 
of ordinary people.
Okay, hear us out. We know it sucks to pack everything you own up 
nicely only for your younger brother (or whoever you blackmailed into 
helping you move) or a moving guy to drop it down the stairs. But a new 
space can do great things for you. Maybe your larger kitchen will inspire 
you to cook more. Living farther away from campus might get you a 
little more exercise. Getting rid of that roommate of yours who stole all 
your food can’t be bad either. So take down your posters of Malik Jeffer-
son, box up all 40 pairs of shoes you have, and get ready for a new year. 
It’s going to be great.
This week blessed and terrified us with the Republican National Con-
vention in Cleveland. From Melania Trump’s reveal that she, like the rest 
of us, wants to be Michelle Obama to Ted Cruz’s maybe self-serving, 
maybe principled refusal to endorse Donald Trump, it’s been an unprec-
edented spectacle of fear-mongering and bigotry. On the Democratic 
side, Hillary Clinton tried to escape drama when she chose the most 
vanilla running mate she could in Tim Kaine. Twenty thousand leaked 
Democratic National Committee emails might add some more spice to 
their convention. Either way, national politics has never seemed so wild.
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Eight-year-old Tonja Bu-
ford-Bailey sat in her desk 
listening to the morning an-
nouncements at Townview El-
ementary School. The North-
west Track Club was starting a 
team that summer. 
The now-associate head 
coach of the Longhorns could 
hardly sit still. 
“When I heard there was 
an organized running sport, I 
was in from the word, ‘go,’” 
Buford-Bailey said. 
Eventually, Buford-Bailey 
made her way to the Olympics 
three times as an athlete. She 
used her experience to help 10 
Texas athletes she’s coached 
reach the Olympic trials ear-
lier this month. 
“Tonja has insight you can’t 
put a pricetag on,” Texas head 
coach Mario Sategna said.  
But before she helped those 
athletes chase their Olympic 
dreams, Buford-Bailey chased 
her own. She grew up in Day-
ton, Ohio, a track-town deco-
rated in street signs named af-
ter athletes like Edwin Moses, 
an Olympic gold medalist in 
the 400-meter hurdles.
Despite the hometown 
name, Buford-Bailey didn’t 
realize her Olympic goals 
were attainable until her junior 
year of high school.
“Watching my club team-
mate, LaVonna Martin, com-
pete in the 1988 Olympics 
made everything real,” Bu-
ford-Bailey said.
Buford-Bailey began run-
ning track at the University 
of Illinois in 1989. During 
her junior year, she made her 
first of three Olympic teams 
under coach Gary Winck-
ler. Although Buford-Bailey 
made three Olympic teams in 
three Olympic trials, she said 
the trials are unpredictable, 
even today.
“There were times I 
shouldn’t have been on the 
team,” Buford-Bailey said. “I 
ran my way on it.” 
Winckler recalled two of 
those times. In 1992, Buford-
Bailey competed at her first 
Olympic trials after win-
ning the NCAA title in the 
400-meter hurdles. 
“By most people’s estimate, 
she wouldn’t be someone who 
would make it the first time,” 
Winckler said. “She was fight-
ing for that third spot and the 
other athlete took a victory 
lap as soon as the race ended, 
but the results came out and it 
turned out Bailey was in that 
third spot.” 
After taking bronze in the 
1996 Olympics, Buford-Bai-
ley came back to make the 
team a third time in 2000. 
“She was coming back after 
having a child, so it came as a 
surprise,” Winckler said.
After her running career, 
Buford-Bailey taught fourth 
grade at Castle Hill Elemen-
tary school in Dallas. Winck-
ler was in the market for a new 
assistant coach when he con-
tacted her for advice. 
“Until that point, I didn’t 
know she was interested in 
coaching,” Winckler said. 
“But she suggested it, and I 
told her I would make her a 
head coach in five years.” 
Buford-Bailey returned to 
her alma mater as an assistant 
coach in sprints and hurdles 
for five years. After Winck-
ler retired, she spent five 
more years as the women’s 
head coach. 
In 2012, she was a member 
of the USA Olympic staff for 
sprints and hurdles, in charge 
of facilitating the schedules of 
athletes and their coaches.
After 10 years of coaching 
and an Olympic staff posi-
tion, Buford-Bailey started 
as the associate head coach 
at The University of Texas 
in 2013.
This year, Buford-Bailey 
helped eight of her athletes 
from Texas and two of her 
athletes from Jamaica to the 
Olympic trials. As someone 
who has experienced the 
trials as an athlete and staff 
member, Buford-Bailey said 
being a personal coach was 
the most emotional.
“I was aware of my ath-
letes trying to make their 
dreams come true,” Buford-
Bailey said. “But I also felt 
more aware of the people 
who didn’t make it, which is 
very traumatizing to watch. I 
was a lot more sensitive to it 
than I ever have been before.” 
After an emotional 10 
days of trials, four of Buford-
Bailey’s athletes will com-
pete on the USA Olympic 
team, while one will compete 
for Jamaica. 
“Working towards the 
Olympics as an athlete or 
as a coach is like a paint-
ing,” Buford-Bailey said. 
“You don’t know what it will 
look like when it’s over, but 
you’re making corrections 
and before you know it, it’s a 
beautiful painting.” 
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TRACK & FIELD
Buford-Bailey reflects on Olympic experiences 
By Leah Vann
@Vanntastic_Leah
Photo courtesy of 
Texas Athletics
Texas track & 
field associate 
head coach 
Tonja Buford-
Bailey qualified 
for the Olympics 
three times in 
her career. She 
helped five Long-
horns qualify for 
the 2016 Sum-
mer Olympics in 
Rio de Janeiro. 
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Fifty years have passed since 
TV audiences were swept into a 
captivating future of unity and 
diversity with Gene Rodden-
berry’s “Star Trek.” Several gen-
erations of shows and films have 
succeeded the original show 
since then with varying degrees 
of quality, but the rebooted 
movie series is now three for 
three. With director Justin Lin 
taking over the captain’s chair 
from J.J. Abrams, “Star Trek Be-
yond” is a dazzling spectacle of 
 epic proportions.
“Star Trek Beyond” returns 
us to the USS Enterprise during 
its arduous five-year mission to 
seek out new life and explore 
strange new worlds. Captain 
James T. Kirk (Chris Pine) is 
growing increasingly weary 
and considers applying to be 
promoted to vice admiral. At 
the same time, Spock (Zach-
ary Quinto) undergoes a simi-
lar personal crisis: The Spock 
of the original “Star Trek” 
timeline has passed away (a 
touching tribute to the 
late Leonard Nimoy), and 
he feels it is now his re-
sponsibility to lead the 
remaining Vulcan.
Before the dynamic duo can 
decide whether or not to part 
ways, the USS Enterprise is sent 
to an unknown planet to rescue 
a downed Starfleet ship. Upon 
arriving, the ship is attacked by 
the evil Krall (Idris Elba) and 
the crew is separated and ma-
rooned on the harsh world.
Here, the film separates itself 
from the previous entries by 
grouping characters into unex-
pected pairings as they struggle 
to find a way off the planet 
and defeat Krall. Kirk and the 
ever-lovable Chekov (the late 
Anton Yelchin, fittingly given 
a meatier role than in the last 
two “Trek” movies) share a 
thrilling action sequence in the 
Enterprise’s wreckage. Walking 
antitheses Spock and Dr. Mc-
Coy (Karl Urban), the former 
logical and the latter emotional, 
finally get large chunks of the 
film devoted to their laugh-out-
loud banter. 
Chief engineer Scotty 
(Simon Pegg) shares screen 
time with the most interesting 
of the film’s new characters: 
Jaylah (Sofia Boutella), an alien 
who was also marooned on 
Krall’s planet as a child. Boutel-
la gives Jaylah a sharp edge and 
dances about in her battles with 
dizzying brute force, but she 
also balances the character’s 
tougher side with burdened 
loneliness and innocence.
Because of its ensemble 
nature, “Beyond” feels more 
like the TV series than the last 
two films did, which focused 
primarily on Kirk and Spock. 
The script, written by Pegg 
and Doug Jung, gives the rest 
of the Enterprise crew more 
time to shine than before while 
remaining tight and focused. 
The reliably kick-ass Sulu (John 
Cho) in particular gets fleshed 
out: The camera lingers on the 
character’s reunion with his 
husband and daughter while 
Kirk proudly looks on. 
Krall’s characterization, 
though, is drastically short-
changed. He’s meant to be 
a parallel of Kirk, and he’s 
supposed to be more sym-
pathetic than he initially ap-
pears. But “Beyond” doesn’t 
flesh out its villain enough 
for its rushed third-act twist 
to be impactful, and Krall’s 
search for an ancient super-
weapon seems silly consider-
ing he already commands a 
powerful army. Elba’s sinister 
performance is worthy of a 
better part. 
But you won’t be 
thinking about the film’s fail-
ings when Lin lights it up with 
hectic, swashbuckling action. 
He stages the set pieces with 
exciting urgency and speed, 
and the characters often rely on 
highly unorthodox methods 
of combat. Amid all the fran-
tic fistfights and shootouts, the 
film’s standout moment comes 
when the heroes blast the Beas-
tie Boys’ “Sabotage” over their 
radio channels as their ship 
plows through Krall’s fleet. 
“Is this … classical?” McCoy 
asks when he hears the music. 
“I believe it is,” Spock replies.
While “Star Trek Beyond” 
isn’t classic “Star Trek,” it hon-
ors the history of the series 
while blazing its own trail. 
There is more adventure left for 
the post-reboot cast and crew; 
“Beyond” will make you want 
to see where they go next.
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Q&A
Courtesy of Paramount Pictures
Captain Kirk (Chris Pine), Chekov (Anton Yelchin) and Sulu (John Cho) prepare to take flight in 
the latest installment in the Star Trek reboot. 
By Megan Hix
@meganhix95
Dave Franco talks making ‘Nerve,’ breaking into film industry
In his latest film, “Nerve,” 
out Tuesday, Dave Franco’s 
character, Ian, rides a motor-
cycle while blindfolded, sings 
in the middle of a restaurant 
and runs through a depart-
ment store in nothing but his 
underwear, all in hopes of 
winning the online-only dare 
game Nerve and the cash prize 
that comes with it. The Daily 
Texan sat down with Franco 
to talk about making “Nerve” 
and his struggle to play 
older roles. 
The Daily Texan: What was 
working on this set like?
Dave Franco: Set was 
extremely fun but also very 
challenging for many reasons. 
We were shooting in New 
York, and almost the entirety of 
the movie takes place at night 
so our schedule was 5 p.m. un-
til 5 or 6 a.m. — whenever the 
sun came up. That takes a toll 
on you. It’s one of these things 
when you go to bed around 7 
a.m. and wake up around 1 
p.m. and feel like you’re in a 
constant state of fogginess or 
hungover even though you 
didn’t drink anything the night 
before. When you do that for 2 
1/2 straight months, you go a 
little crazy at points. 
DT: You play a lot of 
younger characters. Is that a 
challenge for you or does it 
make it harder to get more 
adult roles?
DF: It’s not really a choice 
— I don’t think anyone is go-
ing to hire me to play a char-
acter that’s actually my age. I 
look a lot younger than I am, 
which people say is a great 
thing, but to be honest, I just 
want to look my age some-
times. For a long time there, I 
was playing only high school 
characters or college charac-
ters. Thank God that, I think 
at least in the film world, 
I graduated from college. 
DT: Do you have advice for 
any young actors just start-
ing out? 
DF: Everyone has a camera 
these days. There’s no excuse 
to not be making your own ma-
terial and when you are doing 
that, there’s no excuse to not be 
taking huge risks. There’s no 
pressure. The worst-case sce-
nario is that you make a video 
and no one sees it — who 
cares? Best case, you make a 
video that’s weird and crazy 
and somehow resonates with 
the public and it could help you 
get to that next level. 
Star Trek series continues to prosper 50 years later
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